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Community Alliance SA forum “South Australia is Our Backyard: 
community views of the new planning system” on 21st October 2015) 
  
“Like other commentators, we are concerned at the centralisation of authority and decision 
making within the proposed system and the lack of mechanisms for independent oversight 
and review. 
 
We agree with the LGA that the removal of publicly elected local representatives from 
decision making would dramatically reduce the ability of local communities to participate in 
decisions that directly affect them and where they live.  Such a move would also greatly 
reduce accountability and transparency within the system. 
 
The proposed 'Community Engagement Charter' (S12) is inadequate to ensure effective 
participation of the public in planning decisions.  The Charter as proposed is established and 
maintained by the Minister, there are no defined rights or any mechanisms for independent 
review.  Moreover, FOI and State Records provisions are explicitly excluded from the 
proposed Charter. 
 
We are particularly concerned about the impacts of these changes on local heritage 
protection.  There are around 10 000 locally listed heritage places in South Australia, and 
although the current system is imperfect, there has been a generation of careful 
consideration of the merits of protecting these places.  
 
The proposed Planning and Design code holds the key to whether these protections are 
maintained, strengthened or ripped away.  At the moment the code is an opaque black box.  
Surely before the legislation proceeds, that code must be developed, made public and 
debated.  If not, the legislation is simply writing a blank cheque to the Minister to do 
whatever he chooses, with a minimum of public input and accountability. 
  
In summary, we are not convinced that the supposed efficiency benefits of centralisation 
would be realised from a system that adds another layer of (regional) administration.  We 
are certain however of the significant losses in public participation, transparency and 
accountability that would we see from the system outlined in the current bill.” 
 
 
 

Dr Darren Peacock is the CEO of the National Trust of South Australia.  This year the National 
Trust celebrates its 60th year of protecting, preserving and promoting South Australia’s built, 
natural and cultural heritage.  It is a membership based community organisation which more 
than 50 years ago began the first listings of heritage places with the aim of securing their 
survival into the future. 


