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19th June 2013
Hon JR Rau, MP
Deputy Premier and
Minister for Planning
Parliament House
GPO Box 464
ADELAIDE SA 5001

Dear Minister,
As you know, the Community Alliance SA represents many community and resident groups,
and we are all concerned with the inadequate provision of information and genuine community
participation in the current planning system.
We appreciate that your Government is currently conducting a review of the planning system.
However, we believe that changes can be made to improve the system prior to the conclusion
of the review.
We previously wrote to the MLCs, to ask them to support Mark Parnell’s Interim Development
Control Amendment Bill, which was passed in the Legislative Council in March of this year.
We would now like to ask you and the Labour Party to support the second Amendment Bill
that Mark Parnell has introduced.
Currently, you as the Planning Minister, or a council, can release a draft DPA without directly
notifying the owners or neighbours in an area to be rezoned. Although a notice has to be put
in the Government Gazette and in a newspaper, we don’t think this is good enough.
The public only has a short period of time to have a say on the proposal. Valuable time is lost
if the news has to filter through to them. Most members of the public are not familiar with the
planning and development process, the information they are given can be difficult to
understand, and they need time to formulate an adequate response.
Mark Parnell’s Development (Development Plan Amendments) (Notification) Amendment Bill
2013 would help to address this, by requiring owners, residents and neighbours of adjoining
properties to be directly notified of the proposed changes.
We believe this would be a small but very important change, and would go some way towards
restoring transparency and fixing the appalling provision of information and consultation
processes currently in the State’s planning system.
The Community Alliance SA would very much like you to support this Amendment Bill.
We would be happy to meet with you, to talk about our concerns with the current planning
system, or to talk with you by phone.
Thank you for your consideration.
Yours sincerely,

Tom Matthews, President
0429 337 453
tom19917@bigpond.com

Dr Rob Crocker, Secretary
0409 351 221
Robert.Crocker@unisa.edu.au

We believe this would be a small but very important change, and would go some way towards
restoring transparency and fixing the appalling provision of information and consultation
processes currently in the State’s planning system.
The Community Alliance SA would very much like you to support this Amendment Bill.
As always, we would be happy to let you know more about our group and its concerns, to talk
with you by phone, or to meet with you.
Thank you for your consideration.
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